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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

All Saints Day
9:00 am Prayer
Time-Zoom

1

Wednesday

2
8:00 am Men’s
Bible Study-MP
10:00 am DEN
mtg.-CR

7

8
9:00 am Prayer
Time-Zoom

7:00 pm AA Mtg-MP

14
Rev. Bill Birdsall
9:00 am The Well
Service-BH
9:50-10:50 am Sunday
School-MP
11:00 am Worship-S
Coffee Hour-BH

15
9:00 am Prayer
Time-Zoom
1:30 pm
Preschool BoardLibrary
7:00 pm AA Mtg-MP

21
Commitment
Sunday
9:00 am The Well
Service-BH
No Sunday School
11:00 am Worship-S
Coffee Hour-BH
Decorate Church
28
9:00 am The Well
Service-BH
9:50-10:50 am Sunday
School-MP
11:00 am Worship-S
Coffee Hour __________
Dec. 5
Alternative Christmas
Giving Market

9
1:30 pm A & P CmteMP
2:00 pm MOF-CR
3:00 pm
Stewardship &
Finance-MP
3:30 pm Mtg - CR

16
8:00 am Men’s
Bible Study-MP
9:30 am PW CT
meeting-BH
11:30 am PW Dutch
Treat LuncheonMDCC

22
Preschool
break all week
9:00 am Prayer
Time-Zoom
7:00 pm AA Mtg-MP

29

_______________
Dec. 6 – last day to
order poinsettias
$10. Contact Alice
Norford (732) 5970888

30

4

5

6

11

12

13

7:00 pm AA MtgMP

10
Veteran’s
Day No
Preschool
9:00 am Prayer
Time-Zoom

MD Plant &
Garden
Fair
8:30 Men’s
Fellowship
Breakfast
MDCC

7:00 pm AA MtgMP

17
10:10 am Preschool
Chapel-C
11:00 am Staff Mtg
4:30-5:45 pm Hand
Bells-S
5:30 pm
Thanksgiving
Dinner-BH
7:00-8:30 pm Choir-C

18

19

20

26

27

Dec. 2

Dec. 3
6:00
pm
MD
Christ
-mas
Walk

Dec. 4
10:0 am
MD
Christmas
Parade
7:00
pm
boat
parade

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

9:00 am Prayer
Time-Zoom
7:00 pm AA MtgMP

24
10:10 am Preschool
Chapel-C
11:00 am Staff Mtg
4:30-5:45 pm Hand
Bells-S
7:00-8:30 pm Choir-C

(No choir practice)

Sat.

9:00 am Prayer
Time-Zoom

10:10 am Preschool
Chapel-C
11:00 am Staff Mtg
4:30-5:45 pm Hand
Bells-S
7:00-8:30 pm Choir-C

23
9:30 am PW Bible
Circles

Fri.

3
10:10 am Preschool
Chapel-C
11:00 am Staff Mtg
3:30 pm Deacons- BH
4:30-5:45 pm Hand
Bells-S
7:00-8:30 pm Choir-C

7:00 pm AA Mtg-MP

5¢ a Meal
9:00 am The Well
Service-BH
No Sunday School
11:00 am Worship-S
Congregational
Meeting/Election of
Officers
Coffee Hour-BH
5:00 pm Wedding-S

Thursday

25
9:00 am Prayer
Time-Zoom
7:00 pm AA MtgMP

Dec. 1

7:00 pm
Winter
Service of
Hope &
Healing
Service-S

Tuesday
LEGEND – BH Biery Hall,Sunday
S Sanctuary, L Library, C Monday
Chapel, MP Multipurpose Room
downstairs, LS Lakeside, Wednesday
CR Conference Room
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Contact Us
First Presbyterian
Church of Mount Dora
Address
222 W 6th Ave
Mount Dora, FL 32757
Phone
352-383-4089
Email
office@fpcmtdora.org
Website
www. fpcmtdora.org
Facebook

First Presbyterian

Office Hours
M-F 9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Office Staff & Schedule

Rev. Dr. Mike Andrews
Tue & Wed in the office, Thu by
appointment.
Randy Frieling, Director of Music &
Worship Arts
Randy’s schedule varies, he is out of
the office on Mondays
Barbara Grace, Administrative
Assistant
Mon-Fri 9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Sandy Lacher Assistant Secretary
Wed & Fri 9:00 am - Noon
Denise Jonnet, Accountant
Tue/Wed afternoon
Reception Volunteers
Linda Wise
Margaret Newlan
Ginger Adams

From the Pastor’s Desk
STEWARDSHIP…November is Stewardship month. I know when I mention
“stewardship” what comes to your mind. All of us think of money or our financial
commitment to the church. But I want to raise another idea about stewardship,
what stewardship really means. The word “stewardship” does indeed mean many
things to many people. Basically, Christian stewardship means “what we do with
what God gives us.”
For some reason we have developed the idea that stewardship means giving your
money to the church. This is indeed a practical way to make that part of our
commitment to God, but it is just one form of stewardship. I feel that the basic
form of stewardship is the way we spend our lives: our time, our gifts, our
interest, and our prayer time. The idea of “calling” is a Christian theme for every
Christian. We are called by God to serve him and the time and abilities that God
gives us are to be used in the best possible way to honor him. This…is Christian
Stewardship.
A friend once told me, “I don’t believe that I am needed in the church anymore.
We have so many others that can do the work.” It took me a while to really
comprehend what he was saying. He was saying that the church is the result of
his work, rather than God’s working through him. Nothing can be further from
the truth! God calls us and gives us the opportunity as well as the challenge to
be involved in the work of His Church. He calls us as members of a body, as
building blocks, as soldiers in an army, and as people with gifts that are needed
to fulfill the complete work of the church. When we fail to participate in our
part of the church’s work, it is incomplete.
I am convinced that a successful church is a church that has people as members
who are committed to using their gifts in building up the church of Christ. This
requires 100% participation. God expects us all to be doing what we can in his
church, including giving our time, our financial pledge, our gifts, and our talents.
I am convinced that God brings people together by his providence, He calls them
His Church. It is not by accident that we are members of God’s Church at a
particular place in time. I feel that God brings us together and gives us unique
and special gifts to be used for His Kingdom. This means that all of us are here
with a definite and unique responsibility and until we can fulfill that, we cannot be
God’s Church. If I am right about this, then all of us have a tremendous job to
do. Let us never see stewardship as merely giving our money and being satisfied.
God calls us to give our time, our talents, our gifts, our love, and support and all
are necessary for building up His Church. God needs you; your church needs
you; we all need each other. Let us never forget that.
In love, HIS and mine. Mike

Stewardship & Finance

Stewardship season is upon us with activities leading
up to Commitment Sunday. Our church is in a time
of change and new horizons. Please give prayerful
consideration of financial support as we look to a
future of growth and new opportunities. Thank
You!
Key dates for stewardship season:
Sunday, Nov.14 – Guest Pastor: Rev. Bill Birdsall’s message “How We Give”
Wednesday, Nov. 17 – Church wide Thanksgiving dinner
Sunday, Nov. 21 – Pastor Mike’s stewardship message
Sunday, Nov. 21 – Commitment Sunday
Financial Results thru September 2021
Year to Date 2021
Operating Income
$311,588
Operating Expenses
$314,347
Difference
($2,759)
We also benefited from a federal Payroll Protection Plan loan for 2021 to help
the church in these times of pandemic issues and transition of pastors.
Bob Downer, Chair – Stewardship and Finance Committee

2

Presbyterian Women

(352) 735-2227
Ages 3-5
Amy Gustafson
Preschool Director
Available M-F
8:00 am – 3:00 pm

Welcome fall! Thank you to the many volunteers that
helped with the Craft Fair. It was very successful. A
special thank you to Ann Prince for getting this
organized! It is great to see many of our snowbirds back
in the swing of things here!
Jan Kolb, Historian, would appreciate our help! As she
tries to restore past memories, it would so helpful if she had pictures from any
church event! Please email them to her at Kolbjan@att.net. If you have not
already seen her work, the scrapbooks are on display above the library cart in
the Biery Hall.
Open door is in need of laundry soap, personal items such as hair products, body
lotions, tooth brushes and tooth paste.
Ruth House will have their fund raiser on Feb.19. If someone would like to have
a table for 8 at $30 pp, please contact Ann Prince for info. Ann makes 10 baskets
for event. Donations for the baskets would be appreciated.
We will welcome back the tradition of Thanksgiving Dinner at our church on
Nov. 17 at 5:30. Turkey and all the trimmings will be served. If you plan to come,
please bring your table setting and a small side dish or salad to share. Please plan
to take your uncleaned dishes home with you. The kitchen staff would
appreciate not having all of the “mess” in the sink!
Thanksgiving envelopes should be returned at the Dec. Gathering.

Missions…Around the Corner…Around the World…

MARK YOUR CALENDARS for December 5, the ALTERNATIVE
CHRISTMAS MARKET & PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BAKE SALE. Your chance
to purchase fabulous baked goods from Presbyterian Women and learn about
some ministries important to our church.

Prayer Concerns
Lois Albright
Gayle Barnes (friend of the

Bierys)
Tom & Bryan Biery
John Birmingham (Diane
Madson’s brother)
Warner Brown (Bridgewater)
Nancy Brundage (Linda Ash’s
Mother)
Carie Casselberry (Judi
Carlsen's sister)
Richard Dennis
Barbara Douglas (friend of
Carolyn Cutler)
Betty Greeley
Lucille Piper
Harry Phillips
Nancy Staffieri
Matt Tuhey (Illinois)
Susan Turner
Joy Wilund
Joyce Whitbeck
Melissa Yelvington
Dave Zander (Barbara’s
cousin)

There will be a light lunch, music and lots of fellowship immediately following the
combined service at 10:00. At the Market, there will be displays from Agape
Ministries, Forward Paths, Good News Prison Ministry, Hand in Hand (Ruth
House), the Holistic Evangelism Project in Mozambique, Lake Cares Food Pantry,
the Lifeboat Project, the Open Door, and the Pakistan and Syria Appeal.
To honor folks with gifts to ministries, you can fill out an order form and pay
with cash or one check to First Presbyterian. We
will give you an insert card for each gift you purchase
to present to your loved ones explaining the
ministry supported by your gift. The church will
send your donation on to each ministry to be used
as you have designated. Beautiful Christmas cards
with artwork created by Emily Lewis will be available
to purchase for $1 to “wrap” your gifts!
Booklets & order forms will be mailed out in
November for those who prefer to purchase their
gifts from home.
TOILET PAPER DRIVE – Thank you for your
donations of toilet paper… at the time of this
writing there was quite a collection of this necessary item!

Music Notes from Randy
I must start by thanking everyone for a great October
month. It was wonderful to have the Preschool Choir
singing for our worship service. Thank you to Kathy
Allen for directing the children and for all the teachers
who help to make this happen. Thank you to our band for the Ragtime Concert.
They put in a lot of extra hours rehearsing music for the night. Thank you to the
congregation for supporting these events.
As we move into November please join us for our Thanksgiving dinner on
Wednesday, November 17. We will have a sing-along for you as well as the
Chancel Choir singing a Salute to the Armed Forces. Tuesday, November 30 we
will have a Winter Service of Hope and Healing. This is a beautiful service of
music and readings provided by the Chancel Choir and Soloists. As always,
midweek music continues Wednesday mornings on Facebook. Please feel free to
share these videos with your friends.
Keep a Song in Your Heart! Randy
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Property Committee

The big news from the Property Committee lately is all about air conditioners and
the need to replace them. I’m reminded of the poem we all read in high school,
The Wonderful “one Hoss Shay” A Logical Story. The carriage was built to last a
hundred years and then” it went to pieces all at once, - just as bubbles do when
they burst.”

Military & Foreign Service
CPT Adam Albright, Chemical
Corp,
Ft. Bliss, TX (Lois & Denton
Albright’s grandson)
1LT Dylan Davis (& Jen),
Fort Hood, TX
(Betty Colby’s granddaughter)
MAJ Brad Jones
MacDill AFB with Marine Forces
Central Command
MAJ Margaret Jones, Marine Corps
Recruiting Station Tampa
(Ginger & Joe Adams’s niece &
nephew)
LtCol. Sean E. Marshall, US Air
Force
Kadena AFB, Okinawa and
SSGT Keven C. Marshall, US Air
Force
Whiteman AFB, MO (son &
grandson of
Karen & Gary Marshall)

Thank you, Mary Ann & Dan
Severino, for cleaning up the
library! This is a wonderful
resource available to all. Come in
and check out the books!

We'll be starting up our monthly
Men's
Fellowship
will
be
Saturday, November 13, at
8:30 am. It will be at the Country
Club of Mount Dora Club House
and the price will be $10.00. Please
contact John Sullivan, 352-3832100, or daisydogi@aol.com
Karen Elliot Executive Director of
Rafiki, will be our guest speaker. She
brings to the table 12 years of onground mission experience in Africa
along with the perspective of her
present position at the Home Office
of Rafiki in Eustis - which has the
same campus footprint as the 10
Rafiki Villages in Africa.

Our church’s air conditioners were built to last 20 years and they are 22 years
old and one by one they are going to pieces. We have 10 units, two have been
replaced and two more are under contract for replacement which leaves 6 more
original units.
If anyone would like to have naming rights to one of these
replacements now is a good time to step
forward. Replacement units have been costing an average
of $10,000 each. We have cooler weather ahead but that
isn’t going to solve the problem.
The weather has finally cooled down enough to make a few
landscaping changes; crotons and mondo lining the steps to
Biery Hall, new roses at the flagpole, azaleas at the
headstone in the Memory Garden. A sprucing up is
scheduled for the Memory Garden.
Blessings, Bill and Barbara, Co-Chairs.

Preschool Ministry News
Firefighters, Doctors, Dinosaurs Oh my! This month has been full of fun! We had
community helper week and had some of
our amazing parents come and talk to the
children about fire safety and staying
healthy. The students love when their
parents come to school, as do we! Can
you believe that we had a T-Rex visit our
preschool? Not to worry, she was a
friendly
Dinosaur.
One of our chapel lessons this
month was The Flood. The
children each brought a stuffed
animal from home, two by two
the animals climbed aboard
Noah’s Ark during chapel. They
love to share things from home
with their friends. On Sunday,
October 17 some of the
preschoolers came to share their wonderful singing voices
with the congregation and sang praise to the Lord. They all did a fantastic job!
Thank you to the
families that were able
to help make that
possible.
At the end of this
month we will have
our annual costume
parade and trick or
treating fun. Stay
tuned for pictures.
Grace and Blessings,
Ms. Amy Gustafson

Membership, Outreach & Fellowship

Getting back to normal. For the last couple weeks, we had two services and it
seems to be working out fine. Our new members will find out which service they
prefer. We do need everyone’s help to sign up for both coffee hours. At the Well
service, coffee starts at 8:30 am and the other Coffee Hour is immediately
following the 11:00 o’clock service. Remember to keep it simple and ask a friend
to help you. It is a great way to meet our new members.
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Membership, Outreach & Fellowship
We invite
our church
family to join us for our marriage
ceremony Sunday November 7 at
5:00 pm in the Sanctuary.
In Christian love,
Brian and Gale

John Brooks went home to his Lord
on June 15, 2021
Ann Brooks went home to her Lord
on September 14, 2021
John and Ann Brooks were long time
members of the church and served
the church in many different
positions. John served as an Elder,
sat on many committees, was an
usher and a greeter, and helped with
the Annual Corn Boil and Vacation
Bible School. He and Ann
participated in many church events
and hosted many at their home. Ann
was head Usher for several years,
she also helped with Vacation Bible
School, and the Corn Boil. John and
Ann had moved to Summerfield and
then to Ocala to be closer to family.
John and Ann were good and faithful
Christians who served their Lord
and the First Presbyterian Church of
Mount Dora. They are at peace.
Pastor Cynthia deVos

The big event in November is our annual Thanksgiving Dinner on November 17
at 5:30 pm. Everyone is invited, you need to bring your own place settings.
Turkey, stuffing mashed potatoes, gravy and pie will be provided but we ask you
to bring a small salad or vegetable to share. This is always one of the highlights of
the year. Please plan to attend. We will also be celebrating Veteran’s Day that
evening.
Blessings, Betty Lipp and Ann Prince Co- chair

Discipleship, Education & Nurture

Sunday school is showing “The Chosen”, Season One,
the story of Jesus Christ, digging deeper into the lives
and context of the people and events of the gospels.
Meet Jesus, Simon, Peter, Nicodemus, Mary Magdalene
and Matthew. One episode will be shown each week.
Because of the length of each episode, we will start earlier, at 9:50 am. and end
by 10:50 am before the second service. Episodes will be shown on November 14
and 21. No Sunday School on November 7th and 28th.
Men’s Bible Study is on the first and third Tuesdays of the month at 8:00 am
with a study of Joshua. Berry Long coordinates (407) 257-7807. Books available at
the Concierge Desk for $10.00.
Prayer Time via zoom at 9:00 am on Mondays and Thursdays. Contact Alberto
Montes to participate Sunandfun57@gmail.com Please make note of the new
time!

Meet A Member!

Hilda and Robert Oliva both came from Cuba to
the U.S. when they were children. In 1961 Hilda
(age 4) came with her mother to Miami. Hilda’s
father had been killed in Cuba in an automobile
accident and 6 months later, after her mother
turned down a job with the new communist
government, they left for Miami through the Cuban
refugee program. Hilda says, “My mother was the
most amazing woman, friend, and mother. She is
and always will be my idol. My maternal
Grandmother later joined us. She was a
Godsend....the soft pillow to a stressful transition.”
In 1962, Robert (age 12) arrived in Miami to live
with an aunt and uncle. After the government
confiscated his father’s businesses, his parents were allowed to leave Cuba
through Mexico, and they reunited with Robert. Hilda enjoyed a 41-year career
as an English teacher with Miami-Dade County Public Schools. Robert’s career
spanned 40 years in advertising and marketing in the media field and involved
extensive travel. His favorite job was right out of school as part of the initial
crew for the first Spanish television station (Univision) in San Francisco. With a
small crew, Robert was not just News Technical Director, but also Sports
Editor. He remembers, “There was a lot of on-the-job training, professional
growth, and crazy fun times.” The Olivas enjoy travel, museums, antiques, art
shows, dance, good food and wine, music, and sharing moments with friends.
As new members to First Presbyterian, Robert felt instantly welcomed by “a
great group of people that care about giving back.” Hilda enjoys PW Circles and
worship that leaves them inspired and refreshed.

The Librarian’s Corner

November brings Fall and Football – Faith and Family - and Foles! Nick Foles,
that is. Believe It - My Journey of Success, Failure, and Overcoming the Odds is the
book recommendation this month. Nick Foles, MVP Super Bowl-winning
quarterback and follower of Christ, brings us along on his personal journey.
We learn that after nearly retiring, he was called to play for the Philadelphia
Eagles. The Eagles starting quarterback was injured, and Nick came forward to
lead the Eagles to their first ever Super Bowl win. Nick relays his successes
and failures in a very easy read and always with the glory and honor to God.
Football fan or not, this book tells a heartfelt story of one young man of faith
and his incredible journey. This book is available on Amazon where it has 5star reviews. It is also available at our local library.
Your friend, Maryann Severin
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